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Sensone: Guatemals

Seagons in Guatemsls are differentiated on the bagsis of rainfall, not
on temperature. The monthly range in temperature is slight, e.g. during
Jamunry, the coldest month, Guatemala City has en average temperature of
epproximstely Gl degrees while in May, the hottest month, the average
Lemperature is 6B degrees. On the other hend, thers are significant
differences between the seagons from the stendpoint of raiafell.

Thebe are two seagons in Guatemsla -- & rainy and & dry. The reiny
geason, though it occurs during months of northern hemispbere summer is
locally called inviermo {(literslly, "winter" ), whereas the dry sessom of
the true winter mwonihs is celled vYerano ("summer"). ,

Tae rainy season is one of frequent clowdinpess, low overcast and fog,
o8 well as slmost daily afterncon rain. In the Pacific coast area anl the
highlands, the rainy season generally extends froa Hey through Oetcober.
On the Caribbean coast, it rains heavily &ll year except for a relatively
drier period during February, March, end the first half of April.

The port of Sen José on the Pacifie ccast receives an average snnval
rainfell of approximately 60 inches, most of vhich falls during the months
of May through October. There is an average of fitsy rainy days, or, more
accurately, fifty rainy aftersoops, during thls season. The rains
generally teper off rather sbarply during November (with sn averege of
only five days of rain), and Decesber, January, February, amd Mareh are

At Santa Ysabel, & few miles inland from Sen José at an elevation
of about 2,000 feet, precipitation ie considerably more sbundant. The
gotal annual rainfall everages approximately 96 inches. The rainfall
regime, or seasonal distribution, is similar to that of San José with a
pronounced dry seascn beginning in Novewber and ending in the latter
part of April. June is the wettest month of the yeor, but there is &
secondary maximun rainfall period in September and Getober.

Guatemele City, located inland and at an elevation of 4,855 feet
has dry and wat seasons of almost equal lengil; May iz the first.
month of & rainy season that terminates durlng Qctober. As at both
San José and Santa Ysabel, June and September are the vettest months.

The total rainfall at Guatemnla City averagss about 52 inches per yeear;
95 percent of this precipitation falls during the May-to-October reiny
S8as0n. - o ‘

San Antonio, in the western highlands of Guatemala northwest of

Contepcque and near the Hexicen border, has an annusl rainfall of about
175 inches. The rainy seascn, 88 in other parts of the country, b@gins
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in Moy and ends in October but there are two significant differences in
the San Antonio area -- there {s much more precipitation both in the
raioy season and in the drier season. June and Sgptember are the wattent
months, each receiving sbout 30 inches of rain per year. However, even
the driest mouth of the yeor regnladly receives au inch or two of rain
and the total rainfall for the “dry" sesson averages 27 ineches.

Betmn the highlands peralleling the Pacific comst and the Cobén
mounteins end hills that extend westward from the Gulf of Honduras, there
is & relatively dry belt. Selend might be considsred gs typical of this
area, although local terrain differences frequently cavse differsnt
climates within short distances. The seasons in Salemé ere very similar
to those in the previcusly m@ntiomd lecations, that 1s, & dry period
from November through April, folloved by e six-month rainy sesson. However,
the tota) anmwml rainfoll averages only slightly more than 30 ianches.

June 48 the wetlest month; December, Jamugry, snd Februsry ere very dry.
Although precies date are not cwrrsntly avalleble concsroing the precipitaticn
in the ares to the south of Selamd, it hes besn relisbly reported that ths
territory near El Progresc and Jalspa ere even drier then is Salemé.

In fact, the triangular eresa bounded by Bl Progreso, Jelepa, end Zacape

is the driest part of Guatemels.

The area north of Cobén, on the other hand, is included among the
wvettest parts of the country. The town of Chimax, for example, receives
approximately 100 inches of rain per year. The reiny seascon begins in
May and lasts through Hovember, with maximum reinfalls received in Jum
and Cctober. The so-ealled dry season in this area £, in reality, o
less wst season since even the driest month, March, receives more then
four inches of rain,

A empnr:lson of cu.'mx vith Gubilguitz (s few miles to the morth)
offers & good exsmple of how drastically the climete mey chesge in
Cuatemala within relatively short distances. The sesscnality is eimilar
with June, Septesber, end October being the wettest months and March -
the driest. However, the total annual rainfall at Gubilquitz is
appmx:l.mtely 157 inches, or about 60 inches more than is rcceuwd at

Puarto Barrics on the mn: of Honduras receives ghout ].25 inches of
rain each ysar and has & smonal rainfall pattern sizmilar to thove of
the stations already mntioned mspt for the fact that the dry sceson
is very short and is not really dry. Approximately ten percent of the
yearly rainfall total is received during the "dry" season -- Fsbruary,
March, and April. Precipitation during the other months is freguent and
bheavy, particularly in July amd Cctober. :

-? -
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Generally throughout Guatemale long-lasting, steady, and widespread
rains (called "temporales") ocour frequently in the second Balf of the
raloy season, during which the sun sometimes remains hidden for several
deys or even a weck. At such times a light drizzling rain (or drizzling -
fog) sceks the soil even more intensively then heavy downpours, with the
reault that the rosds intended for eutomebile traffic scmetimes bocome
impesssble for weeks unlsss they have & solid rock foundation or are
built in areas of geod draimegs. In the lowlamds, wvest areas ere
frequently and regularly ficodsd. ' '

Tourderslorms are quite frequent during the rainy eeason but exve
rere during the dry pericd. They elso sr'e more freguemt in some months
of the rainy censon thon in others; their aurder docremses considerably
as soon @3 the temporales begin in the second balf of the rainy season.

Approved For Release 2000/05/23 : CIA-RDP79-01002A000200030001-6




